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the most refined diligence. I do believe that it is woman's
mission to exhibit ahimsa at its highest and best. But why
should it be a man to move the woman heart ? If the appeal
is addressed exclusively to me not as man but as the
(supposed to be) best exponent of ahimsa to be practised on
a mass scale, I have no urge in me to go about preaching;
the doctrine to the women of India. I can assure my corres-
pondent that there is no want of will in me that deters me
from responding to her appeal. My feeling is that, if men of
the Congress can retain their faith in ahimsa, and prosecute-
the non-violent programme faithfully and fully, the women
would be automatically converted. And it may be that
there shall arise one among them who will be able to go
much further than I can ever hope to do. For woman is
more fitted than man to make explorations and take bolder
action in ahimsa. For the courage of self-sacrifice woman is;
any day superior to man, as I believe man is to woman for
the courage of the brute.
Bannu, 25-10-'38

Harijan, 5-ll-'38

WOMAN'S ROLE
The Standing Committee of the All India
Conference met recently at Abbottabad. This was their
first venture in the Frontier Province. The members, I
understand, had a very happy experience. There were no
caste distinctions, no religious differences. Muslim, Sikh
and Hindu women freely mixed together. The Standing
Committee passed the following three resolutions :
" 1. The members of the Standing Committee of the All-India
Women's Conference assembled at Abbottabad desire to place on
record their immense grief and despair at the continuance of war
in Europe and the Far East. They are in deep sympathy with all
those countries which have lost their independence and are under
the. iron heel of Nazi and Fascist domination against which, all
sections of India have expressed their opinion in no uncertain,
terms. They appeal again to the women of the world to realize